A meta-evaluation of 11 school-based smoking prevention programs.
Eleven school-based smoking prevention programs were subjected to a meta-evaluation. Criteria for the meta-evaluation included: 1) adequacy of the research design, 2) evidence of reliability, 3) evidence of validity, 4) appropriate statistical analyses and interpretations, 5) reporting of effect sizes or practical significance, 6) accounting for attrition, and 7) tracking of fidelity to the program. A three-point rating scale was used ranging from 0-2. Criteria with the best ratings were research design and statistical analysis. The lowest ratings occurred for reliability and validity. The remainder of the criteria ranged between 1 and 2 with minor factors accounting for the difference in ratings. Recommendations include increasing the number of evaluations that included tests of reliability and validity and calculated effect size estimates.